








Xavier del Bac, and Tucson, and then in a northwesterly direction past the town of 

Marana, south of Eloy and Casa Grande near the Indian village of Chui Chu in Pima 

County, and then flows into Pinal County past the settlement of Maricopa where it 

flows into the Gila River a few miles south of the confluence of the Gila and Salt River, 

approximately in the center of the north half of Section 17, Township 2 South, Range 2 

East of the Gila and Salt River Base and Meridian approximately Latitude 33° 15.75' 

North and Longitude 112° 10.75' West. The reach of the river considered in this report 

is a total distance of about 225 miles. 

The entire Santa Cruz River basin encompasses approximately 8,581 

square miles. The elevation at the point the Santa Cruz River crosses the international 

boundary near Nogales is approximately 3,875 feet above sea level and the elevation at 

the Santa Cruz River confluence with the Gila River is approximately 940 feet above sea 

level. 

The major tributaries of the Santa Cruz River from south to north are 

Nogales Wash, Sonoita Creek, Rillito Creek, Canada del Oro Wash and the Altar­

Brawley Wash. The Santa Cruz River watershed can be broken into two reaches based 

on environmental, geomorphic and hydrologic characteristics, but was studied as one 

entire watercourse by the Commission. A map of the Santa Cruz River watershed is 

attached hereto as Exhibit "C." 

A. The Upper Santa Cruz River Valley 

The upper Santa Cruz River encompasses the reach from the Mexican 

border near Nogales to Marana, Arizona. In the upper portion of this reach, the river is 

perennial, but is dry most of the year north of the Pima County line. The channel lies 

within an inner valley created within broad dissected pediments and alluvial base and 

deposits flanked by mountains. The well-defined entrenched channel in the upper 

reach is considered arroyo in nature. It is a semi-desert grassland with mesquite and 
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EXHIBIT A 














































